
 
 

Tomasz Bilczewski, PhD 

Associate Professor & Director 

Centre for Advanced Studies in the Humanities 

Faculty of Polish Studies 

Jagiellonian University  

Kraków/Cracow 

 

 

SPeCTReSS Fellowship Report, June 25 – October 15, 2017 

During my three-month stay at the Centre for Cultural Sociology, Yale University, I 

chiefly made use of the university library and archive collections (Sterling Library, 

Bass Library, Beinecke Rare Books, and Manuscripts Library) and museum 

collections (Yale Center for British Art, Yale University Art Gallery, as well as the 

New York facilities: Guggenheim, MOMA, Metropolitan). During this period, I 

developed publications and projects in which cultural trauma occupies a central place: 

 

1. The first of these is linked to A World History of Polish Literature grant, with 

participating scholars from nearly thirty Slavic Studies centers around the world. The 

project involves presenting selected works of Polish literary history in terms of their 

reception outside of their native cultural context. The traumatic experiences that have 

formed Polish culture, particularly in the past two centuries (the partitions, emigration, 

exile, the expansion of totalitarian ideologies) are the focus of the introduction to the 

volume, which will appear in Polish and in English in mid 2019. Its preparation has 

been made possible in part by the opportunity to work in the (Beinecke Library) 

archives of outstanding Polish poets and writers: Aleksander Wat, Czesław Miłosz, 

Zbigniew Herbert, and Witold Gombrowicz.  

 

2. My second project involves a plan to create an overview of the most important 

phenomena for Polish literary theory in 1914-2018, from its formative period to the 

most important movements of the twentieth century, and up to recent years. This 

project was carried out as part of a grant supervised by Professor Danuta Ulicka 

(University of Warsaw), which aims to show the key issues of the century in Polish 

theory from a perspective of the country’s historical transformations (The Age of 

Theory: A Century of Polish Theoretical Literary Studies). During my stay at Yale, I 

prepared a sizable chapter (sixty pages) on issues of modern subjectivity. It was 

preceded by an article published in 2017, Comparative Literature and the Birth of 



 
 

Literary Theory in Poland (“Przegląd Filozoficzno-Literacki” 2017/2, available 

online: http://www.pfl.uw.edu.pl/index.php/pfl/issue/view/43) . This text already 

investigated challenging historical experiences that are crucial to Polish comparative 

studies and literary theory, especially concerning exile and emigration. These will be 

reflected in the volume, whose publication is forecast for 2019. 

 

3. During my stay at the Yale campus I began work on an English-language translation 

of a book I published in 2017, Comparison and Translation: Comparative Literature 

Between the Anatomist’s Plate and Digital Laboratory (Jagiellonian University Press). 

One of its chapters was on translation in terms of cultural trauma, intergenerational 

transmission, and epigenetics. I examined the autobiographical writings of Eva 

Hoffman, Wilhelm Dichter, and Magdalena Tulli to demonstrate how literature creates 

its narratives, to describe the effects of traumatic experiences which have been 

fascinatingly illuminated in recent years by the findings of medicine and genetics. 

 

4. In October 2017 I also began preparing for a volume titled Traumatic Modernities: 

From Comparative Literature to Medical Humanities. Among the authors were 

participants in the conference of the same name, which was held in April 2017 at the 

Centre for Advanced Studies in the Humanities, Faculty of Polish Studies, 

Jagiellonian University. The volume will consist of articles by contributors from a 

range of disciplines: sociologists, philosophers, literary historians, physicians, political 

scientists, film scholars, theater scholars, etc. Work will continue on this volume until 

2019, and then it will go to print.   
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