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As a researcher and faculty member of Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi, I visited Trinity 

College, Dublin under the SPECTRESS secondment grant from May-August 2016 to work on a 

research project “English Trade and Colonization in the Seventeenth Century: the Irish and the 

Indian Experience.”  

Benefits from General Interactions: The Long Room Hub at the College gave me a unique 

opportunity to meet with scholars from different areas of research interest and from different 

parts of the world. Apart from the work related to my project, I availed of the opportunity to 

interact with scholars from the seventeenth century at Trinity and discuss various aspects of my 

area of specialization and teaching, Elizabethan and Jacobean drama. I had useful discussions 

with a doctoral student who was working on assassinations in early modern English drama. I also 

learned from discussions with other scholars from the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, from 

Malayasia, and from Trinity who were working on similar areas, like representations of India in 

nineteenth-century English novel.  

Very importantly, I profited from meeting Dr. Robert Armstrong and Dr. Graeme 

Murdoch, both seventeenth-century historians and faculty members of Trinity. Apart from 

sharing with me their views on the Irish experience in the seventeenth century, they taught me to 

raise questions on issues I had taken for granted like ‘colonization’ and religious tolerance. And 

above all, I learnt a lot from Prof. Jane Ohlmeyer, with whom I had begun discussions earlier in 

India. She was generous with her time and advice despite her tight schedule.  



The talks held at the Long Room Hub were useful for they exposed me to different views 

about the contemporary situation. The talk, for instance of a former Indian law minister, enabled 

me to see how closely connected India was with Ireland. I also enjoyed the scintillating debate 

on BREXIT that sensitized me to the various implications of the United Kingdom’s exit from EU 

for Ireland and led me to understand that BREXIT would impact us even in India in ways that I 

hadn’t thought of.  

My Project: I had been working on English representations of India in the seventeenth-century 

and the ideologies of trade and colonization that impacted India during the period. Although 

much work has been done on the colonization of India during the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries, seventeenth century remains largely unexplored. Comparison with Ireland would 

especially enrich my work, since it has not been attempted and the Irish experience in the 

seventeenth century provided an understanding of the trauma, which arises from colonization, 

resistance, and religious intolerance. Both Ireland and India had undergone the trauma of wars 

and of rebellions and of the impact of commercialization and colonization. The Trinity College 

Library is rich in resources and I was able to find a lot of material on the Irish experience of 

colonization in the seventeenth century. I became acquainted with a wealth of secondary 

material, e.g., several works of Aidan Clarke, Jane Ohlmeyer, Raymond Gillespie, Ciaran Brady, 

Toby Barnard, Nicholas Canny, Marie Coolahan, Naomi Mcareavey, and others, many of which 

are not easily available at Delhi University or JNU libraries, and primary material like the ‘1641 

Depositions’ or witness testimonies of the War of 1641, and letters etc. The Rare Books Room 

and the manuscripts room at Trinity were very useful, providing me with important material, 

related to the state and the government, the laws etc.  



Colonization in seventeenth-century Ireland progressed though several traumatic phases 

and involved repression as well as resistance. The 1641 uprising resulted in the damage and 

seizure of property of Protestant settlers as well as killings. It was a period of cultural trauma, 

which was reflected in the recorded ‘depositions’ of witnesses and survivors, who had been 

affected, and reproduced, if in an exaggerated and magnified form, in the Irish histories of the 

period written by pro- English Irish writers or English historians like Sir John Temple, Edward 

Hyde, first Earl of Clarendon etc. I have researched the ‘depositions,’ especially examining the 

women’s depositions. Many of these stand as instances of early modern women’s writings. The 

1641 rebellion led in its turn to Oliver Cromwell’s conquest of Ireland and the massacres at 

Wexford and Drogheda. Both cases provide instances of trauma. Temple’s The Irish Rebellion 

seeks to recreate the traumatic experience of the settlers in a magnified form into history. I am 

working on the relationship between trauma and historiography.  

Since Protestant writers like John Milton use the histories of this period of cultural 

trauma for purposes of propaganda and especially for almost a proleptic defense of Cromwell’s 

invasion, which could be construed, in some ways, as a form of revenge, it helps me to 

understand how trauma or propaganda related to trauma can lead to revenge. The available 

material also helped me understand the specificities of the women’s experience of trauma. 

Moreover, the seventeenth-century Irish history enabled me to understand the role of religion in 

colonization and resistance, and how it offers a significant contrast with the Indian experience. In 

the colonies of Bombay and Madras, they allowed settlers, both European and Indian, to practice 

the religion of their choice, although English missionaries sought to propagate the Christian 

faith, and especially the Protestant variety.   



Research at Trinity also showed me how intricately and closely interwoven the process of 

colonization was in India and Ireland. In fact, the colonized in Ireland became colonizers in 

India, The British sent to India a number of Irishmen, who became servants of the East India 

Company, including some in high posts. Cosmographers like John Ogilby who wrote on Asia, 

including India, had lived in Ireland worked in various capacities before compiling and 

publishing histories of India. It is important to consider how what he saw in Ireland and his view 

of colonization there could have impacted his representation of India. 

Ireland-India Seminar: The seminar on Ireland-India held in June 2016 was an illuminating 

and fruitful experience for me. The connections between the Easter uprising and the Indian 

resistance movement were highly interesting. Some of the papers dealt with the trauma of 

partition in India and the similar experience in Ireland. The papers by Andrew Mackillop, Daniel 

Carey, Jane Ohlmeyer were most useful because they are related to my research.  

Paper Presentation: I presented a paper at the seminar, entitled “Writing Ireland and India: 

Milton and Seventeenth-Century English Protestant, Republican Imagination,” which was a 

result of my research in Ireland, and which I am preparing for publication. Much of the material 

used to illustrate Milton’s representation of Ireland came from my work in Trinity. Milton’s 

writings on Ireland included the Observations on the Articles of Peace. The peace treaty 

negotiated by the Earl of Ormond on behalf of Charles I was severely criticized by the 

Protestants in England. Milton’s writings projected the official view of Cromwell’s government. 

Milton’s Observations suggest how his understanding of the trauma, experienced by the 

Protestants, informed his representation of the ‘papist’ Irish indulging in willful massacre of the 

Protestants.. Although the situation in Ireland and India were very different in the seventeenth 

century, my paper examines the unexplored correspondences as also the implicit ambivalence in 



the images of the two nations which figure in opposition to the norms of English Protestantism 

and republicanism in the seventeenth century. 

Conclusion: I would like to thank Prof. Aditya Mukherjee and Dr. Jennifer Edmond, the 

Coordinators of the program, for making it possible for me to avail of this research secondment, 

and  Prof. Jane Ohlmeyer for her hospitality and all the help in research she gave me. I would 

also like to thank Dr. Edmond and Ms Deirdre Byrne especially for arranging and helping me 

with accommodation and living in Dublin and the other staff of the Long Room Hub for their 

help in many respects.  

 


